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Hitler felt strong enough to stand as candidate for
the Presidency of the Republic, and, although he
was beaten by the aged Field-Marshal Hindenburg,
he secured no fewer than 13 million votes (as
against Hindenburg's 19 million). During the same
year his party became the largest single party in
both the Prussian Diet and the Republican Reichstag.
Hitler, however, depended for power less on votes
than on violence. He had gathered, trained, and
equipped a large body of brown-shirted Storm
Troopers (the S.A. or Sturm Abteilung) as well as
a Picked Bodyguard (the S.S. or Schuz StaffeY).
When, therefore, at the beginning of 1933 he de-
manded the Chancellorship of the Reich, he could
not be denied. He was installed in office on January
3Oth, and from that day his dictatorship must be
dated.
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Adolf Hitler, when in January 1933 he found him-
self Chancellor of the German Reich, represented
the seething disgust of the German nation at its
defeat in war; at its disruption tinder the Treaty of
Versailles; at the demand of its enemies for repara-
tions ; at the loss of its colonies and the ruin of its
commerce; at the collapse of its currency and the
impoverishment of the whole of its middle class; at
the hatred with which for its crimes it was regarded
by the whole of the civilised world. Hitler stood
262